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Blue Tit Parus caeruleus and Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca breeding
simultaneously in a nest box
Aarno Magnusson
An unusual drama took place in one of the nest boxes
belonging to Tiirankari Bird Station (60°15'N,
23°57'E) in 1989 . The area is a mixed forest along the
northern shore of Lake Lohjanjärvi in SW Finland.
During a routine check on 1 June 1989 I foundthat
the nest box contained a finished nest of the Blue Tit,
but no eggs. The Blue Tit fought hard with a male
Pied Flycatcher. The female Pied Flycatcher was also
present.

On 3 June there was one Blue Tit egg and one of
the Pied Flycatcher. The eggs were not covered by
nest material as normally with tits. All inspections
took place between 1000 and 1300 hours. The following day there were two uncovered eggs of both
species. On 6 June there were three eggs of the Pied
Flycatcher and four of the Blue Tit. The eggs were
covered. On 7 June there were still three Flycatcher
eggs, but five Blue Tit eggs, the eggs not covered. For
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the first time no Flycatcher was observed. On 8 June
the Blue Tit female was sitting on all 8 eggs, and on
18 June she was still incubating.
On 26 June there were eight small nestlings, and
three differed slightly in appearance from the others.
The nestlings were ringed on 30 June, when it was
easy to distinguish between the two species. The Blue
Tit parents were feeding all 8 nestlings in the box. No
Pied Flycatchers were observed in the surroundings .
On 6 July two of the Flycatchers left the nest and one
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stayed with the Blue Tit nestlings. The Blue Tit also
fed the two fledged Flycatchers in the neighbourhood,
despite the fact that their begging sound differs from
that of the Blue Tit. On 12 July all nestlings had left
the nest.
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